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Foreword
As we stand at the crossroad of BAI's journey of 75 years, we certainly feel proud 

and elated to have traveled quite a distance.  The association has grown in leaps 

and bounds throughout India.  It has reached to almost all the corners of our 

country.  The credit goes to all our members, well wishers and patrons who have 

tirelessly worked hard for decades to further this association.

As we celebrate Platinum Jubilee with pomp and fair we at the same time realize 

ever growing responsibility towards Construction Industry in terms of its future 

and growth. The times are changing very rapidly in this Information Technology 

edge.  New techniques, methods, skills and materials are introduced at rapid pace.  The work 

environment is changing like never before.  We at BAI are well aware of this and strive to keep pace 

with changing scenario.

BAI is a progressive association.   We always welcome changes for betterment of our work culture.  

More and more of our members have registered their company and obtained international 

certifications and adhere to stricter norms prescribed.    We consider these changes in work culture as 

a good beginning.   We very well know that as time passes, more and more changes will occur.  In 

order to pre-empt these changes we must have a clear vision as to tackle future situations and 

competition for international entities.

We as association must educate our members through regular workshops related to changing 

technologies, methods, materials and machinery which will keep us in sync with time.  It has become 

very essential for Contractors and Builders to keep themselves up to date with complexities and 

processes in dealing with Government and Private Sector.  We must always upgrade our knowledge 

related to legal aspects of Contracting.

Skill Labour is a need of labour.  As we engage more and more machinery at our site to save time and 

money, we must also try and upgrade skill level of our construction workers.  Educating our workers 

on safety and environment will be an added benefit to all. A civil contractor of today is not only a 

contractor but is a multi faceted, multi tasking entrepreneur. 

Members of BAI are ready for next 25 years with zeal and confidence like never before. I congratulate 

every member of this glorious association to have traveled so far with success.

On the occasion of Platinum Jubilee Celebration, it was apt to publish a Souvenir. The Souvenir offers 

you the nostalgia and at the same time, updates you on the latest trends, techniques and materials. I 

am sure; you will like the contents and the presentation of the souvenir. My Sincere thanks and 

appreciation to Shri Subhash Deshpande for planning and bringing out the wonderful volume.  I also 

thank Shri Shivkumar Bhalla for great help during preparation and Though Factory for design and 

printing of this Souvenir. I must thank my entire team at Pune who have worked hard to make the 

celebration a memorable one. 

I wish very happy and prosperous New Year to every member of BAI. 

Mahesh Mirani

Chairman, BAI Pune Centre
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It gives me immense pleasure to be associated with the inauguration of 'Platinum Jubilee' celebration 
of Builders' Association of India (BAI) to be held at Pune on 21

st November 2015. I consider myself 
fortunate to be the President of this great organisation during the Platinum Jubilee year as it will have 
memorable events enlisted for the whole year and these events will no doubt become part of BAI's 
history. 

BAI is honoured to have great personalities as its Presidents and other Office Bearers during its long 
thjourney. While BAI celebrates its 75  year of existence, we should remember the contribution of these 

captains of the industry, who have brought up BAI as one of the largest national trade bodies and also 
created marvelous monuments throughout the country. Rightly many of them are now regarded as 
Legends of Construction Industry.

When we recall the journey of BAI in the context of growth map, one wonders how it becomes a 
mighty organisation comparing to its origin at Pune in 1941 with a handful of contractors as its 
members. Today BAI becomes one of the largest organisation in India with a direct membership 
strength of more than 15000 business houses and an indirect membership of more than 1.00 lakh 
members through its 90 plus affiliated associations. BAI has its presence in almost all districts in India 
and it has its own offices at major cities in India. In its successful journey thus far, it has taken up many 
issues of contractors to the authorities and brought instant relief and smile to its members. This can 
be attributed as the main reason why BAI becomes a name synonymous with all sizes of contractors in 
India.

My hearty congratulations and best wishes to the Office Bearers and all Members of Pune Centre for 
initiating steps for BAI's Platinum Jubilee Celebrations and I sincerely wish, Pune Centre will kick start 
the celebration with due importance and the memory of this celebration will remain with all 
members for a long time to come. 

Wish you all the best. 

Thank you,

Lal Chand Sharma
President - BAI 

PLATINUM  JUBILEE
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 It is a matter of great joy that, the birth place of Builders' Association of India (BAI) and mother Centre 
i.e. Pune Centre, is publishing a Souvenir during the inauguration of 'Platinum Jubilee' celebration of 
Builders' Association of India.

To survive and remain active for a trade body for 75 years, is making a history and not becoming 

history. During this long journey,  BAI has its ups and down it's trial and turbulation, it's joy and sorrow. 

It is noteworthy that, BAI has most of the time served its members and continued expanding. It is a 

prima done in for addressing the issues of Construction Industry.

Construction Industry in its true sense is a high risk low margin business. World over, there are only a 

few construction companies which have stood the test of time and passed the batons of leadership to 

next generation. The mortality rate in Construction Industry is very high comparing to other 

industries.

After economic liberalisation in 1991, India has registered better economic growth in two decades. 

Amongst all sectors IT and ITES industry propelled economy in higher gear, created job opportunities 

and brought foreign exchange. NASSCOM, trade association of IT sector played a catalytic role in 

bringing about this result. If it was IT, responsible for the push to the economic growth, Housing and 

Infrastructure Sector are likely to be a game changer for the next two decades. Therefore, BAI should 

take up this responsibility in transforming both these sectors in terms of operation efficiency, business 

practices, assisting research institutions for alternative to sand, aggregate, cement, etc. with support 

and co-operation from Captains of industry. I am sure, BAI will be right there to shoulder the 

responsibility and BAI's Platinum Jubilee organisers will ponder these points seriously in its year long 

deliberation.

I wish Pune Centre a very successful celebration of the event.

 Thank you,

 

D  L  Desai  (Shankar Bhai)

Trustee - BAI 
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I am happy that Pune Centre, being the mother centre, will publish a Souvenir to commemorate the 
thoccasion of 75  year of BAI.

Seventy five years is a long time especially for a trade body of construction industry where the rate of 
attrition is very high – we find very few industry members who are even 50 plus. This sustenance has 
been possible because of continuous great efforts of our leaders who guided us through the pages of 
what is today history.

Construction as a trade is one of the most difficult one because of uncertainty, hard work, very low 
returns and, of course, societal aberrant behavior towards people in construction industry. In 
addition, apart from the hassles of any other industry, the construction Industry has to cope with 
moods & greeds of the owner representatives as well as the local toughs; one knows who they are. 
Nevertheless, it is the most fulfilling & vibrant carrier one can choose. The transformation, from an 
open field to a skyscraper or a big Industrial shed, fills up the heart of all builders with unbound Joy. 
The Joy is close to watching a baby growing up into a giant of a human being and the Joy nullifies all the 
hardship & frustration that one crosses on the way.

I wish the Pune Centre a very successful celebration of the event.  

Thank you,

 

S. K. Basu 

Past President - BAI 
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I am extremely happy to know that the Pune Centre of Builder's Association of India 
is bringing out a souvenir on the occasion of the platinum jubilee celebration of our 
beloved and revered association.

My memories go back to 1987 when I took the initiative to form a centre of this 
august organisation in Kochi.  God has given me the privilege to hold various posts 
namely that of Hon. Secretary, Centre Chairman, State Chairman, Vice President 
and National President of this great organisation. 

I have been through the years, benefitted immensely in terms of the development in my personality, 
ability to gather considerable knowledge and bring in a lot of improvement in my business of 
construction,  by being a member of this esteemed organisation. Moreover, this association has 
helped me to harness and implement the various modern technologies that were available. 

I have endeavoured to perform my duties with a difference without compromising on the 
technicalities, right from day one of becoming a member. I wanted to set a valuable example which 
would entice many budding youngsters who are the promise of a developing India, into being the 
members of this association. My presumption was not wrong and I am indeed proud to say many of 
them proved to be good leaders and models in their contracting profession and are excellent 
contractors. I hope that this should set a excellent example for the future youngsters to emulate, 
realising the potential of our fast developing country.

ndThe 22  BAI National convention held at Kochi was a convention with a difference and was 
appreciated by one and all. The involvement of the younger generation was total and was very much 
evident. Their thought process, their out of the box thinking and their actions were so unique that it 
created a new trend in the minds of members from various parts of our country, who were witness to 
this change. I remember with pride how the youngsters worked like well oiled machinery, in unison as 
a team.  I remember with gratitude that God has given me the opportunity to lead these youngsters. 

Regards,

Cherian Varkey
Past President  

My message to the young and aspiring youngsters is to put their mind, body and soul in creating and 
developing an India which not only we, but they dream for themselves and for the generation of the 
future. By standing alone one cannot achieve much. Join hands and strengthen the Builders' 
Association by becoming its members. Let BAI be the catalyst for your growth. You stand to benefit 
immensely at the same time contribute for the future development of our country.  

- BAI 

PLATINUM  JUBILEE
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It is a matter of great honour and happiness to know that Builders' Association of 

India (BAI) is reaching its 75th year, i.e. Platinum Jubilee Year, and the celebration of 

this auspicious moment will begin at Pune, the birth place of BAI. It is particularly a 

matter of gratitude to me, as I got the privilege of adorning the highest post in BAI, 

that is, President for the year 2010-11. BAI in its long journey can boast of many 

achievements, which have immensely helped its Members to carry on with their 

business.. It is apt that the Managing Committee decided to begin the Platinum 

Jubilee celebration at Pune, the birth place of BAI.

BAI is fortunate to be born in Pune in the year 1941, as it has got all the resources to grow to become 

one of the greatest organisation in India with more than 15,000 construction business houses as its 

members and has offices in more than 150 major cities of the country. Due to its size and reach, it 

becomes the true and only Spokesperson of Construction Industry. BAI, at all times, act as a conduit 

between the Government and Contractors to assist it to frame policies for the industry so that, the 

opinion of the industry also heard at the highest level.

The Construction Industry in India has evolved from unorganised sector to organised sector. 

Government has chosen construction industry as the chosen vehicle for double digit growth of the 

GDP. Indian contractors also stand upto the challenge of taking mega projects on BOT / BOLT / PPP 

basis. With this, the contractors have become entrepreneurs, giving quality work and completing the 

project before scheduled time. It is in this context BAI's role is proactive and praiseworthy.

My hearty congratulations and best wishes to the Office Bearers and all Members of Pune Centre, and 

hope Pune Centre will kick start the celebration with its due importance and this celebration will 

remain with all members for a long time to come. 

Wish you all the best. 

Thank you,

Bhagwan  J.  Deokar
Past President - BAI 

PLATINUM  JUBILEE
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It is a matter of great privilege and happiness to know that Builders' Association of India (BAI) is 
reaching its 75th year, i.e. Platinum Jubilee Year, and the celebration of this great moment will 
begin at Pune, the birth place of BAI. To me, becoming President of Builders' Association of India 
during 2005-06 is my greatest achievement in my personal and professional life. My association 
with BAI not only gave me friends throughout the country but also enriched me with the culture 
followed by different parts or States.

Pune is the citadel of many firsts of Maharashtra, if not India. BAI is fortunate to have born in Pune 
in 1941, and it has now like a grown up tree with branches spreading to the length and breadth of 
the country. I think, there is no organization in India, which can boast of such a growth and reach. 
It is amazing to note that, BAI is still growing and my best wishes are always with BAI, as it has done 
so much in its 75 years of existence for the benefit of contractors.

Construction Industry is one of the largest contributors to economic activity and it is expected to 
grow minimum at around 7-8% for the next 25 years. The Industry, though highly fragmented, the 
organised players now start growing rapidly and this gives an impetus for the similar players to 
join together for taking up high value projects. In this regard, I am sure BAI will play a major role in 
connecting contractors in a much better way.

I am thankful to Pune Centre for its yeoman service to the Construction Industry and wish Pune 
th stCentre all success especially in their endeavour to begin the 75  celebration of BAI on 21  

November 2015.

With warm regards,

B N Dikshit

All India Past President

PLATINUM  JUBILEE
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Greetings to Platinum Jubilee Celebration Of BAI Pune

Vanakkam To All

I am very happy to note that our BAI has started celebrating its platinum jubilee starting from its birth 
place. 75 years is very great thing for any organization and growing leaps and bound.  My membership 
in BAI started in 1962 and my active participation from 1972 from southern center and still continue.

The spread of BAI members all over the country is phenomenal and many doyens of Builders 
community have taken lead roles at various times in infusing modern methods of constructions, new 
opportunities both in India and abroad, redressing various contractual issues, skill development, etc.

Let us continue to serve our nation with new vigor and vision to make India as a developed country in 
2020. 
        

 Wish you all success.

M. Karthikeyan

PLATINUM  JUBILEE
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Dear Mr. Mahesh Mirani ji,

BAI has been representing the Builders' cause successfully at various forums and 

fulfilling the needs of Builders.

We have an excellent setup of hierarchy right from the Headquarters to centre levels. State head of 

BAI is also involved actively to solve concerned issues at the state levels. Thus BAI has been doing the 

Yeoman Service to our fraternity for the past 75 years.

BAI was forwarded by Founder Brig. Jackson at Pune in the year 1941. This small step on that day has 

now grown up drastically to length and breadth of the country and serving the Builders' fraternity.

Therefore it is most appropriate to have the Platinum Jubilee celebration of BAI at Pune. So it is highly 

appreciated if all the centers of BAI extend full support and cooperation by participating in the Grand 

event. 

While marching forward, 

1. We should give due recognition & respect and take senior members of BAI along with in resolving 

many matters. Besides, younger generation also should be given prominence to keep the 

association active and more vibrant.

2. Views may differ opinion may vary but unity should be our motto.

3. We should work hand in hand with other Associations on occasions / issue based matters and take 

lead to represent to highest authority.

4. Younger generation should be quality conscious in highest order and avoid corruption at all levels.

5. It should be the endeavor of every BAI member to ensure, BAI flag fly high at all times.

I convey my heartfelt congratulation for taking the lead in the Platinum Jubilee celebration and wish 

Pune centre for the Grand success of the event.

With kind regards,

 A Puhazhendi                                                                         

Past Vice President, BAI.

                                                             

PLATINUM  JUBILEE





E. M. Billimoria
(1943-44) 

G. S. Dugal
(1952-54) 

R. S. B. C. Hemrajani
(1957-58) 

H. J. Shah
(1959-61) 

G. R. Jolly
(1962-63) 

Y. G. Patel
(1964-65) 

B. V. Apte
(1965-66) 

J. S. Ajmera
(1966-67) 

U. S. Patel
(1967-68) 
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R. G. Gandhi
(1969-71) 

K. J. Sapra
(1971-72) 

K. C. Pandya
(1972-73) 

M. Nilakantan
(1973-74) 

S. Harcharan Singh Dugal
(1975-78) 

Harbans Lal Aurora
(1978-80) 

M. N. Rajaraman
(1980-82) 

Amarjit Singh Choudhary
(1982-84) 

 T. N. Subba Rao
(1984-86)
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S. A. N. Ranganatha Achar
(1986-88) 

R. Radhakrishnan
(1988-89) 

S. R. Kar Roy
(1989-90) 

Ajit Gulabchand
(1990-91) 

Lalit Sanghtani
(1991-92) 

H. H. Rijhwani
(1995-96) 

A. S. Chinnaswamy Raju
(1996-97) 
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Builders' Association of India
Past Presidents

M. Karthikeyan
(1992-94) 

Tilak Raj
(1994-95) 



C. L. Verma
(1998-99) 

V. Ramachandran
(2001-03) 

Brahm Datt
(2003-05) 

 C. Raghava Reddy
(2006-07)

P. R. Mundle
(2007-08) 
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Builders' Association of India
Past Presidents

 N. D. Golani
(1997-98) 

S. A. Vichare
(1999-2001) 

B. N. Dikshit
(2005-06) 

S. P. Goel
(2008-09) 



A. K. Yussouf
(2009-10) 

Bhagwan J. Deokar
(2010-11)

Cherian Varkey
(2011-12) 

B. Seenaiah
(2012-14) 

S.K. Basu
(2014-15) 

Lal Chand Sharma
(2015-16) 

1941-2015

Builders’ Association of India, Pune Center Souvenir 2015

Builders' Association of India
Past Presidents
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BAI is at threshold of history having been formed in 

1941. It has in year 2016 completed seventy five years 

journey. Construction is a hard line with long working 

hours. It needs of initial fixed investment is low, 

whereas its working capital requirement is high. All its 

activities are outsourced to different people/ 

agencies. In view of these peculiarities, individual 

initially start with construction business but during 

course of next 20/30 years, changes business. As a 

result mortality rate in industry is quite high. In a given 

scenario not only to survive but to grow is a 

stupendous achievement, for a trade association like 

BAI. It initially started with 13 members and as of now 

spread over 150 plus centres with direct membership 

15,000 business houses and indirect membership of 

1,00,000 through its affiliated associations.

When Britain joined Second World War (1939 – 1945), 
large numbers of construction works were required to 
be carried out to improve defense infrastructure. It 
was during this period, tenders were invited at very 
short notice to be executed on war footing. An 
Englishman Brigadier C.V.S. Jackson, the then Chief 
Engineer of Military Engineering Services of Southern 
Command suggested to contractors working under 
his command in 1941 to form a Contractors' 
Association to articulate their problem and also a 
body with whom Authority could interact. He went 
further and donated a piece of land near his office 
inside the premises of Southern Command 
Headquarter at Poona. 

BAI at 75

Jackson Hut 
In the Compoud of Southern Command, Pune

Birthplace of BAI
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This idea of forming Association was accepted by 
following 13 contractors:-

1. Mr. M. P. Shah of M/s. Shah & Ranade

2. Mr. E. M. Billimoria of M/s. The Hindustan 

Construction Co. Ltd.

3. Mr. P. V. Ranade of M/s. V. R. Ranade & Sons

4. Mr. T. C. Verma of M/s. T. C. Verma & Co.

5. Mr. A. M. Verma of M/s. Dewji Dharsi & Sons

6. Mr. K. _______ of M/s. Shapoorji Pallonji & Co.

7. Mr. R. R. Sojpal of M/s. Rawji Sojpal Stone Co.

8. Mr. Gopal Rao of M/s. The Shahabad Stone Co.

9. Mr. N.K. Ranade 

10. Mr. Mangaldas N. Verma 

11. Sardar Jagdish Singh of M/s. Ladha Singh Bedi & 

Sons

12. Mr. Hardayal Thackar of  M/s. Tejoo Kaya & Co.

13. Mr.  J. V. Datar  

They formed Western India Builders' Association a 
forerunner to Builders' Association of India in July 
1941. All 13 founding members contributed Rs. 6,500 
and constructed Association's office at cost of Rs. 

th4,521, 13 Anna, and 10 Paise on 15  August 1941. The 
first election was held in November 1941 and 
following were elected as Office Bearers :-

Mr. M.P. Shah  :  President
Mr. N.G. Ranade :  Hon. Secretary & Hon. 

      Treasurer
Mr. E.A. Tarapore :  Hon. Jt. Secretary
Mr. Amichand Varma :  Managing Committee 

   Member
Mr. Motichand Shah :  Managing Committee 

      Member
Mr. E.M. Billimoria     :  Managing Committee 

      Member
Mr. Tony Wilson    :  Nominated by Chief Engineer, 

                     Military Engineer Services.

It is noteworthy that, Mr. Motichand Shah, Mr. E.M. 
Billimoria and Mr. N.G. Ranade became Presidents in 
1943, 1944 and 1945 respectively. Similar 
Associations were formed during this period in South 
and Central Zone under the name of Southern India 
Builders' Association with base at Bangalore and 
Central Command Contractors' Association at Agra.

Later on need of an apex body of contractors at all 
India level was felt and with the help of Southern India 
Builders' Association, Bangalore, and Central 
Command Contractors' Association, Agra, All India 
Federation of Builders' Association was formed in 
1944 under the Presidentship of Shri S.C. Banerjee of 
Hindustan Construction Co. Ltd. All the three 
previously named organisations are its members. 
However, after four years of its working in 1948, at an 
extra-ordinary meeting of the member associations, 
it was decided to liquidate the same. The Western 
India Builders' Association was asked to take over the 
federation. Accordingly, in1950 the name of the 
Association was changed to Builders' Association of 
India to give it an all-India character and the 
Headquarters were shifted from Jackson Hut, Poona 
to United India Building, Sir P.M. Road, Fort, Bombay – 
400 001. This office space was provided by one of its 
leading members M/s. Patel Engineering Co. Ltd. The 
work of the Association was conducted from this 
office till 1973. 

During the initial phase of the Association, the first of 
its Regional Centres started functioning in New Delhi 
in 1950 with Shri Uttam Singh Duggal as its Chairman. 

Brig. C V S Jackson
(Chief Engineer, Southern Command, 1941)

Founder of BAI



This was followed by opening up of regional centres in 
Calcutta and Madras. By 1954, two other contractors' 
organisations – the Central Builders' Association, New 
Delhi, with 24 members, and the Ahmadabad 
Builders' Association, Ahmadabad, with 51 members 
had become its associate members. The Hyderabad 
Contractors' Association was amalgamated with 
Builders' Association of India and a new Centre was 

th
opened in the name of A.P. Centre of BAI on 9  January 
1955. In 1956, Kanpur Contractors' Association was 
merged with the Association and a new Centre called 
'U.P. Centre' of builders' Association of India was 
opened at Kanpur. After shifting the Headquarters 
from Poona, Builders of Poona requested the 
Headquarters to open a Centre at Pune and 
accordingly Pune Centre was opened in 1959. Its office 

th
continues to remain in 'Jackson Hut' till 15  
September 2011, when the same was handed over to 
Headquarter, Southern Command for defense 
requirement. In April 1961, Allahabad Centre was 
opened followed by Rajasthan and Gujarat Centres on 

th
30  April 1962 at Ajmer and Ahmadabad, respectively. 
In the intervening period, M.E.S. Contractors' 
Association, Agra, a successor to Central Command 
Contractors' Association decided to merge with 
Builders' Association of India and Agra Centre was 
opened in September 1961. The Association, which 
started off at the Jackson Hut, began to get firmer 
roots; however membership hovered around 200. 

As the Association started gaining in strength need 
was felt for bigger premises and as such the office at 

rdSir P.M. Road was vacated. On 3  December 1973, an 
agreement for purchase of the present premises at G-

th
1/G-20, 7  Floor, Commerce Centre, J. Dadajee Road, 
Tardeo, Mumbai 400 034 was executed by the then 
President Shri K.C. Pandya and Hon. Treasurer Shri H.J. 
Shah for a total consideration of Rs. 2,60,000. This 
amount was paid partly from Reserve Fund and partly 
from donations of Bombay based members. For the 
first time the Association could claim to have office 
premises of its own. The Association also created the 
post of Executive Secretary instead of Hon. Secretary 
for day to day working for the first time. It was felt that, 
Association need to have office in country's capital to 
have better interaction and co-ordination with various 
Authorities. Accordingly, an office premises being 
No.D-1/203, Aashirwad Complex, Green Park Main, 
New Delhi 110 016 purchased in 1993.

Monthly Journal (1953):

Once the Association assumed the character of all-
India nature with Head office at Mumbai, it felt the 
need to start a monthly publication to inform 
members about the developments taking place and 
also to communicate with ordinary members. A 
momentous decision was taken to start the 'Indian 
Builder' under the Presidentship of Late Shri G.S. 
Duggal. The first issue of 'Indian Builder' accordingly 
came out in January 1953. 

This single event made such an impact that 'Times of 
India' had to say, 

“The need for an authoritative publication dealing 
with the day-to-day problems of the building 
industry in this country was long felt. This has now 
been amply met by an official organ, the Indian 
Builder, of the Builders' Association of India. The 
first number contains several authoritative 
articles on building and allied subjects. If the 
contents of the first issue are any indication of the 
material the readers of this new publication will 
get in subsequent numbers, we have no doubt 
that architects, civil engineers and students 
interested in the various aspects of building 
industry in this country will not miss this highly 
informative and useful publication.”

Finest hour for Indian Builder came when the then 
Minister for Planning, Irrigation and Power, Late Shri 
Gulzarilal Nanda wrote an article 'Tackling India's 
Housing Problem', which was published in February 
1954 issue. Subsequently, the Managing Committee 
in January 1979 decided that the name of the 
monthly magazine be changed to 'Indian 
Construction'. Since then the monthly Bulletin is 
being published regularly giving various information 
regarding the industry to the members. With growth 
of membership (at present almost 15,000 direct 
members), this is the only medium through which the 
President of the Association can communicate with 
members; in addition this is the only visible medium 
through which the Association gives service to its 
members. The Publication has reached such a level 
that it has attained 'Numero Uno' position amongst 
all construction related magazines. It is registered 
with Registrar of Newspaper, New Delhi, and is 
posted under concessional postal charges.

Builders’ Association of India, Pune Center Souvenir 2015
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Affiliation with other Organisations:

1. International Federation of Asian and Western 
Pacific Contractors' Associations (IFAWPCA), 
Manila. Builders' Association of India (BAI) 
became member of IFAWPCA in 1968 and hosted 

th thit's 11  Convention in Delhi, between 14  
th

November to 20  November 1971, under 
Presidentship of Late Shri R.G. Gandhi (M/s. 

th
Hindustan Construction Co. Ltd.); 25  Convention 

th th
in Mumbai, between 15  November and 19  
November 1991, under Presidentship of Shri Ajit 
Gulabchand (M/s. Hindustan Construction Co. 

th thLtd.);, and 40  Convention in Kochi, between 6  
t hJanuary and 9  January 2013,  under  

Presidentship of Shri B. Seenaiah (M/s. BSCPL 
Infrastructure Limited). 

2. Construction Industry Development Council 
(CIDC), New Delhi. CIDC is registered as Society to 
function as a nodal agency for growth, 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m o d e r n i s a t i o n  a n d  
professionalisation of the Construction Industry. 
Planning Commission chipped in funds, rest were 
contributed by Construction Corporates and 
Builders' Association of India (BAI). Late Shri H.H. 
Rijhwani, the then President of BAI was one of it's 
founder member.

3. Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, New Delhi.

4. Indian Council of Arbitration, New Delhi.

5. The Employers' Federation of India, Mumbai.

6. The Indian Merchants' Chamber, Mumbai.

7. Bureau of Indian Standards, New Delhi.

8. Indian Building Congress, New Delhi.

9. Indian Road Congress, New Delhi.

1941-2015
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K.S. Someshwar Reddy

L. Venkatesan

M. Dhandavakrishnan

M.M.  Mohandas

Mohanlal S. Kataria

N. Ramalingam

Narendra Kumar

Pradeep Kumar Jain

Pratap B. Salunkhe

R. Ethirajan

R. Subburaman

Rajendra Athawale

S. Ganapathy

S.I. Chunkhare

Ved Khurana

Members of the Managing Committee representing Patron Members:

       Dr. D. Thukkaram
Abhay Garde
Alex P. Cyriac
C. Devarajan
Girish I. Patel
H.N. Vijaya Raghava Reddy
K. Padmanabhan
K. Subramani
K.J. George

L. Moorthy
Mohan D. Bhate
Mu. Moahan
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Primary aims and objectives

·  To promote and foster feelings of unity, co-
operation and mutual understanding and to 
eliminate unhealthy competition and unfair 
trade practices among the Contractors.

·To encourage the trade, industry & profession 
of construction works and all other ancillary and 
allied trades and industries.

·To advise and assist the members in technical, 
non - technical & legal matters.

·To encourage adoption and promotion of 
correct business practices according to ethical 
code of correct business practices as 
enumerated in Appendix C to the Rules and 
Regulations of the Association and maintain 
efficiency, dignity and integrity of  profession.

·To set up arbitration machinery independently 
or jointly with other or others for settlement of 
disputes between members and / or members 
and non members arising out of or in any way 
connected with or touching the trade and / or 
services rendered by such trade and industry.

·To promote the science of building industry, 
disseminate relevant information on statistical, 
technical and other matters and to encourage 
research and progress in the trade connected 
with construction activity.

·To improve and elevate the technical and 
general knowledge of persons engaged in or 
about to be engaged in the building trade or in 
any employment in connection therewith by 
arranging lectures, conducting classes, 
exhibitions, meetings, seminars etc.

·To provide means for enabling persons engaged 
in building trade and industry and profession to 
take collective action in all matters concerning 
the dignity and interests of the building trade 
and industry and to initiate and assist all such 
action to protect and safeguard the profession 
of construction industry and such other trade 
connected with building materials.

Who built TAJ MAHAL, one of the seven wonders of 
the world? “Shah Jehan” will probably be the 
unanimous response.  And yet, everyone knows, 
Shah Jehan was only the employer, the patron of the 
works.  The actual monument came into existence 
with the Architect, the Builder and the latter's band 
of artisans and workers working in an orchestrated 
fashion.  Even if the historians dig into the past they 
do not go beyond the architect; their search ends 
there.  The Builders, who give the dream of architect 
and the employer a practical shape remain in 
oblivion.  There is, alas, no attempt to find this jewel 
in national heritage.

The Builders' Association of India expects to rectify 
precisely that lacuna of the past.  The BAI wants to 
highlight the Man behind the enduring structure. 
The pillar of the building.  If the monument a Builder 
brings into being can be a perennial landmark is it too 
much expects popularity for him? We at the B.A.I 
believe the Builders deserve a better public notice 
and greater appreciation from the government.

One way of remembering the Man putting a building 
together is through observance of the Builder's Day 
on October 15 every year.  The idea was mooted by 
the BAI some three years ago so that not only in 
future but also in retrospect the contractors are 
remembered with gratitude.  The Builders' Day 

Builders' Day

BUILDERS' ASSOCIATION OF INDIA.
(All India Association of Engineering Construction Contractors)
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Celebration is to focus on the person giving a 
concrete shape to design on paper.  For over 48 
years, members of BAI have contributed enormously 
to the nation's economic development by helping to 
produce capital assets on land.  There are over 
90,000 small and big contractors and builders 
countrywide.  Of these the 100000 members of the 
BAI account for major portion of about Rs.18,000 
corer value of works undertaken annually.  That 
indicates the inherent strength of the organization 
and its ability to stand up for the builders' cause.

B A I's standing with the government is also good and 
the popular rating for this association pretty high 
compared with similar trade associations.  But that is 
no reasons for complacency for us at BAI.  We are 
now engaged in broad basing and widening the 
membership of BAI.  There are many small and 
medium contractors who are turning in magnificent 
work without being recognized.  It is the endeavor of 
the BAI to get as many of the builders into its fold and 
make the organization a truly representative one for 
those who not only make history but also leave their 
imprint to eternity.

Providing a favorable image for the constructive 
work of contractors is only one part of the BAI's role; 
the Association is also training.  But the objective 
behind all BAI activities is to provide a larger field of 
work for contractors, to make the conditions of 
contract fair and equitable, to inculcate among 
members a consciousness for quality, to monitor 
trends in the materials markets, to forge closer links 
among brethren contractors, to gain a better image 
with the public, to promote safety engender among 
the contractor fraternity the importance of 
executing fixed-cost jobs in given time.  While 
Builders respect fixed-time, fixed cost conditions, 
things often go beyond their hands. The BAI 
members are willing to co-operate to the utmost 
extent possible to honouring commitments.

The deeds of outstanding Builders attached to the 
BAI in by-gone times beckon the fraternity today to 
emulate their shining examples.  Those Builders like 
the structures created by them, command  respect.

Role of BAI

Growth of BAI

And now to the nitty-gritty of the organization.  The 
BAI was established in 1941 in Pune with the 
encouragement given by Brig. Jackson of the MES.  
The Pune Center is still functioning in the office 
premises call Jackson Hut in memory of the Great 
Master.  The Headquarters was shifted to Bombay in 
subsequent years and is presently housed in its own 
premises at Commerce Center, Tardeo Mumbai.  
Today, it has more than 150 Centers throughout the 
country .

The BAI has won recognition from the State and 
Central Government works authorities as a 
spokesman for Builders.  The Association is affiliated 
to the International Federation of Asian and Western 
Pacific Contractors' Association (IFAWPCA) at Manila 
in Philippines.  India has already hosted one of 
IFAWPCA Conventions at New Delhi when the body 

thmet for the 11  time.  The then President of India, Dr. 
V. V. Giri, inaugurated the Convention in November 
1971.  

There is one more advantage in being among BAI.  
The construction technology and the evolution of 
new hardware materials technology and the 
evolution of new hardware materials are moving at 
such a bewildering speed the neglect of current 
developments might cost the contractor dearly.  At 
BAI, through mutual contacts and in seminars and 
workshops, there is good access for members to 
catch up with the times.  For a contractor it is 
absolutely necessary to be well informed on all 
aspects so that the costs are constantly kept in check 
and the completion is achieved by targeted date.

Shortages of raw materials for construction industry, 
rigid labour laws, restricted bank finances, various 
Acts, Rules & Regulations promulgated by the 
Center, State & Local authorities pose formidable 
problems to the construction contractors in their 
day-to-day activities.  To solve them individually is 
entirely out of question.  The only remedy therefore 
is to raise the collective voice of all construction 
contractors by unitedly presenting the problems and 
grievances to the authorities, to raise the social 
standing of the construction fraternity and to get 



Builders’ Association of India, Pune Center Souvenir 2015

them due recognition from the public and the 
government.  These can be achieved by an all India 
organization like BAI under the leadership of 
experienced, able, knowledgeable and mature 
construction contractors, who are veterans in this 
field.  The organization is, therefore, the mist 
suitable forum for all construction contractors, as it is 
oldest in the country and led by group of persons 
with wide experience and great repute.

The BAI's relevance and significance for the Builders 
and the country is further borne out by the fact that 
in any given five year plan, some 50% of the outlay is 
on account of construction in one form or other.

Half the allocation for schools and colleges under the 
educational head of the plan, for instance, will go 
into the construction of the buildings.  Similarly in 
the case of irrigation projects, community projects, 
power houses etc.  Thus, out of Rs.1,80,000 crore 
Seventh Plan, Rs.90,000 crore could be said to have 
to come into the hands of contractors.  This means, 
an incredible Rs.250 crore construction will have to 
be executed daily! Surely, not all of it can be 
undertaken by Builders staying away from each 
other.  There is much to gain from togetherness at 
the BAI, in terms of exchanging knowledge, 
information and even forming consortia to jointly bid 
and execute projects.

As the awareness of Builders' contribution to 
infrastructure development gains ground, in 
government circles there will be still greater role for 
BAI as the apex body of the construction industry.  
Already, BAI is co-opted on various governmental 
committees and its views heard with due attention.

BAI leader's forward thinking attitude is borne out by 
its decision in the early 1970's to open a cell to look 
after the overseas construction.  As a result the 
Overseas Construction Council was born at a very 

Relevance of BAI

BAI participation in Committees.

OCCI

early stage itself and Indian Builders secured Rs.5000 
crore worth of jobs in various parts of West Asia.

And that, too, in fierce competition against Japan & 
Korea.  Besides the valuable foreign exchange 
earnings, the sophisticated projects handled by the 
Indian Builders there, much work experience was 
gained, not to overlook the tremendous job 
opportunities for the countrymen provided in the 
Gulf.  The Indian Builders operating in the Gulf have 
helped 2, 00,000 Indians get jobs and earned much 
needed valuable foreign exchange to the 
Government Exchequer.

Since its foundation over almost five decades ago, 
BAI has grown in membership with national and 
international influence.  Memberships are classified 
into honorary, patron, member and affiliated 
association. At present there is only one Hon. 
Member.  This honour can be conferred on any 
person of distinction in recognition of his signal 
service to the construction sector.

1)  The General Council, which is the policy making 
body of BAI consists of the Office Bearer's, the 
Chairman of all BAI Centers, the Trustees of the 
Association, representatives of the patron members 
and affiliated association members, all subscribing 
past Presidents of BAI and the representatives of BAI 
Centers in the manner set out in the Rules & 
Regulations of the Association.  The General Council  
meets three times minimum in a year at such places 
as it deems necessary.

And

2)  The Managing Committee which manages the 
affairs of BAI concurrently, consists, besides Office 
Bearer's and immediate Past Presidents, members 
elected by the Elected members of the General 
Council, representatives of trustees, affiliated 

Membership

Organisational Frame Work

The BAI operates mainly through:
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Associations, patron members and the members co-
opted.  The Managing Committee meets very often, 
in 6 to 8 weeks, and reviews the problems faced by 
the Construction sector and decides about the 
course of action to be adopted.

The General Council and the Managing Committee 
are assisted by various advisory Commissions, 
principal among them being:

1. Banking & Finance
2. CIDC Co-ordination
3. CPWD Co-ordination
4. Exhibitions
5. Grievances
6. Housing & Real Estate
7. Human Resources Development
8. Indian Construction Journal.
9. Infrastructure Development
10. ISO & Environment
11. Labour Welfare
12. Law and Arbitration
13. Membership Development
14. Export Promotion Council of India 
15. Provident Fund
16. Public Relations & Corporate Communications.
17. Research Development & New Technology
18. Seminars & Conferences
19. Taxations
20. VAT
21. WTO  &  ADB

BAI also publishes a monthly journal titled “Indian 
Construction”.  The periodical is devoted to 
familiarize members with in-house news and 
contemporary technical and administrative 
information like taxation matters, arbitration, labour 
laws etc.  The journal's editorial policy is flexible 
enough to enable the members express their points 
of view or to suggest reforms in terms of the news 
and information content of the monthly magazine.  
The periodical has been regularly published since 
1968.

Indian Construction

Our achievements

a) Introduction of price Adjustment Formula in 
almost all the contracts of Central Government 
Departments like Indian Railways, Central Public 
Works Department, Military Engineer Services, 
Fertilizer Corporation, Reserve Bank of India, 
Irrigation, Shipping & Transport as well as in the 
contracts of State Governments and their 
Agencies and undertakings.

b) Maximum Earnest Money Deposit is fixed at 
Rs.20,000 in CPWD, Railways, LIC, BHEL etc. and 
M ax i m u m  S e c u r i t y  D e p o s i t  i n  t h e s e  
organizations at Rs. 1 lac.

c)  BAI has representation on various Committees of 
Central and State Governments and  ISI 
Committees as the spokesman of the Indian 
Construction Sector.

d)  Periodical meetings are held with the authorities 
like Director General of Works, CPWD, Engineer-
in-Chief, Military Engineer Services etc at the 
Central level and Regional Chief Engineers level 
of various departments, including Central 
Government Departments and Board of Chief 
Engineers at State levels.

e)  Peaceful agitation against increasing menace of 
taxation including sales tax on works Contracts.

f)   Won a case in the Supreme Court in a writ filed in 
the matter of Sales Tax on Works Contracts 
wherein the Supreme Court held that the State 
cannot levy Sales Tax on Works Contracts on 
totality of the value of the Contract and that mere 

th
enactment of the 46  Constitution (Amendment) 
Act, 1983 did not give more powers to the States 
than hither to enjoyed by them.

g)   Appealing to Government to extent all facilities to 
construction sector as a priority sector.

h)  Under Section 40A (3) read with Rule 6 dd of the 
Income Tax Act, payments made for sums over Rs 
2500/- were to be by “Account Payee” cheques 
only.  In view of the 
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Builders’ Association of India 
List of Centres

1. Adilabad
2. Agra
3. Agra Cantt. 
4. Ahmedabad 
5. Ahmednagar 
6. Aligarh
7. Allahabad
8. Alleppy
9. Aluva
10. Amravati 
11. Andaman & Nicobar 
12. Angamali
13. Baghpat 
14. Bangalore
15. Baramati
16. Bareilly
17. Baroda 
18. Belgaum 
19. Bharuch
20. Bhopal
21. Bilaspur 
22. Butibori 
23. Calicut
24. Changanacherry 
25. Chengalpattu
26. Chennai
27. Chettinadu 
28. Chitradurga 
29. Coimbatore 
30. Delhi
31. Dhanbad 
32. Dhule
33. Dindigul 
34. Durgapur 
35. Durg-Bhillai 
36. Erode
37. Gautam 
38. Buddha Nagar 
39. Ghaziabad
40. Goa
41. Greater Hyderabad 
42. Greater Noida
43. Gurgaon
44. Guwahati 
45. Haldia
46. Hapur 
47. Hazaribagh 
48. Hyderabad
49. Ichalkaranji 
50. Indore

51. Jabalpur 
52. Jagdalpur 
53. Jaipur
54. Jalgaon 
55. Jaisalmer 
56. Jamshedpur 
57. Jodhpur
58. Kamareddy 
59. Kanker
60. Kannur 
61. Kanpur 
62. Kanpur – South 
63. Kanyakumari
64. Karaikal
65. Karimnagar 
66. Karnal
67. Khammam 
68. Kochi
69. Kodaikanal 
70. Kodungullar
71. Kolhapur
72. Kolkata
73. Kollam 
74. Kottayam 
75. Kumbakonam 
76. Latur
77. Loni
78. Lucknow 
79. Madhuranthakam
80. Madurai
81. Mahaboobnagar 
82. Malegaon
83. Mangalore 
84. Mayiladuthurai 
85. Medak
86. Meerut 
87. Meerut Cantt. 
88. Modinagar
89. Moradabad 
90. Moradabad Nor. Rly. 
91. Mumbai
92. Muvattupuzha 
93. Muzaffarnagar 
94. Mysore
95. Nagapattnam 
96. Nagpur
97. Nalgonda 
98. Namakkal 
99. Nanded
100. Nasik 

101. Nellore 
102. Neyveli 
103. Nilgiri
104. Nizamabad
105. Parbhani
106. Patna
107. Phaltan 
108. Pondicherry 
109. Pudukkottai 
110. Pune
111. Raichur 
112. Raipur
113. Rajahmundry 
114. Ranchi
115. Ranga Reddy 
116. Rudrapur
117. Ravulapalem 
118. Salem
119. Sangamner 
120. Sangli
121. Satara 
122. Shimoga 
123. Shirwal
124. Silchar 
125. Sitapur 
126. Solapur 
127. Srinagar 
128. Surat
129. Tezpur 
130. Thanjavur 
131. Theni
132. Thiruvalla 
133. Thiruvannamalai
134. Thripunithura
135. Thrissur
136. Tiruchirapalli 
137. Tirunelveli
138. Tirupur
139. Tiruvallur 
140. Thiruvananthapuram 
141. Tuticorin
142. Udaipur 
143. Ulhasnagar 
144. Vellore
145. Vijayawada 
146. Visakhapatnam 
147. Wai
148. Warangal
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     peculiar nature of work involved in construction 
sector, BAI requested the Central Board of Direct 
Taxes to raise the limit of payment by cash to at 
least Rs.15,000/-.  The Board accepted the 
suggestion made by BAI and with effect from 
1.4.1988, the said limit has been raised to Rs.10, 
000/-.

I)  Under Section 285 A of the Income Tax Act, 
Construction Contractors getting contracts to the 
value of Rs. 50,000/- and above, were required to 
furnish within the month of making of the 
contract and in such form as may be prescribed.

     Since the amount of Rs. 50,000/- was prescribed 
many years ago, the BAI in a representation to 
the Central Board of Direct Taxes urged the Board 
to raise the amount to Rs. 5,00,000/- minimum to 
take care of the erosion in value of the rupee.

     The Central Board of Direct Taxes has accepted the 
Contention of the Association and the 
Government of India has, through Finance Bill 
1988, altogether deleted the said Section 285A 
from the Act.

Executive Secretary, 
Builders' Association of India
G-1 / G-20, Commerce Center

th7  Floor, J. Dadajee Road,
Tardeo, Mumbai – 400 034,

Mr Raju John - Executive Secretary
Cell No. 09323576860
022 – 23514134 / 23514802

For further information please write to the 

baihq.mumbai@gmail.com 

1941-2015







Liftvel Industries
WIREROPES, CHAINS, CHAINPULLEY BLOCKS, SLINGS & ACCESSORIES

201, AGH Chambers, 379, Narsi Natha Street, Katha Bazar, Mumbai - 400 009.
Tel.: 022-2345 1625 / 2345 2746 / 2342 6071 / 2343 9183 / 23462129

Fax : 022 - 23446038  E-mail : Sales@liftvelindustries.com / awrtte@yahoo.com
Website : www.liftvelindustries.com

Authorized Dealer of

USHA MARTIN LIMITED
(ISO 9002 COMPANY)

Our Range of Products:
STEEL WIRE ROPES

SHORT LINK CHAINS & CHAIN SLINGS / TACKLES
‘SAMSON’ BRAND WEB SLINGS

‘UNIVERSE’ BRAND CHAIN PULLEY BLOCK
‘MARUTI’ BRAND POLYPROPYLENE (PP) ROPES

SHACKLES IN MILD & ALLOY STEEL
MILD STEEL EYE BOLTS / HIGH TENSILE EYE BOLTS

SWIVEL EYE HOOKS / SWIVEL EYE BOLTS
WEBBING BELTS & BELT SLINGS

WIRE ROPE SLINGS
TURN BUCKLES

Godown Depot at
Bhiwandi & Mumbai

usha martin



D.S.RANAWAT BUILDMAT.PVT.LTD
Authorised Dealer For Cement, RMC, Tiles, White Cement & Steel.

2125/26, Mayfair Complex, New Modikhana, Camp,    Pune - 411001.
Phone : 020-26349940, 26349950,26349960

 Mob: 9822197394  Divyaraj Ranawat
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The idea of formation of Builders' Association of 

India (BAI) in the year 1941 at Pune was primarily to 

bring together Contractors, then working for Military 

Engineering Services (MES), Southern Command at 

Pune during Second World War.  Then government 

of the day had taken up lot of Civil Works in the 

country.  The Contractors working for MES were 

important factor for government to carry out civil 

works related to military installation. It was 

extremely important for government to get the jobs 

done with quality, speed and economy.

In order to have orderly execution of these works it 

was felt among the Contractors to work out some 

kind of system to streamline different jobs.  All this 

can only be achieved with collective efforts and 

negotiations with government departments.

Hence few like minded contractors at that time 

decided and form association under name and style 

Western India Builders' Association in Pune in 1941.  

Thus the seed was sowed by, few members with 

vision for future.

Since then the association kept expanding its sphere 

of activities helping contractors, builders, engineers 

connected to civil engineering.  Over the time many 

branches were established in different parts of India 

covering many big cities.  In the year 1950 it was felt 

that the association has expanded to such a 

magnitude that it became necessary to have a 

separate Head Office of the Association. In order to 

co-ordinate activities nationally. Hence, Head 

Quarters was formally shifted at Mumbai in the year 

1950.  It was but natural to have national office 

bearers to run the office and affairs of the 

association.  A national President, Gen. Secretary, 

Gen. Treasurer's post were created for this purpose 

along with office staff.  The name of the association 

was also changed from Western India to Builders' 

Association of India to represent national ancestor, 

the constitution was drafted with the consent of 

existing centre and formally adopted.  The objective 

was finalized and all centres started working in line 

with these objectives and accordingly adopted the 

constitution. This propelled the association to 

greater heights. Government departments and 

agencies gave due weight age to BAI's opinions from 

time to time when issues were raised in the interest 

of Civil Engineering activities. As name and fame 

spreads to more and more cities and districts more 

and more professionals got attached to BAI and more 

centres were opened.

In this Platinum Jubilee year we can proudly count 

more than 150 centres throughout India, with huge 

membership.   So far so good.

stAs we are at the cross road of 21  Century, we see 

rapid changes in all sphere of national activities.  

Construction sector has seen unprecedented 

changes, due to information technology; traditional 

methods are no longer viable in today's time.  We are 

happy to note that majority of our members are 

adapting to new technology, methods, materials, 

work culture and finance management to remain 

relevant in Civil Engineering sector.  Most of our 

members concern as registered with international 

certifying agencies   in order to bid and compete with 

international companies.  We are also witnessing lot 

of changes in tendering methods like PPO, BOT, etc. 

A massive industrialization is taking place in India 

which required huge infrastructure like Ports, 

Highways, Dams, Airports, waterways, bridges, 

smart cities and industrial corridors. These are Civil 

Works and done by Civil Engineering Contractors.

Destination - 2041

Mahesh Mirani, Chairman, BAI Pune Centre



A huge opportunity is awaiting all of us and we must 

have courage and vision to meet these challenges 

head on.

For the next 25 years BAI as apex body of Civil 

Engineering professionals and entrepreneurs must 

play pivotal role in this field. Members expect and 

wish for association to be a guiding force.  We as 

association must actively engage with government 

to format policies, procedures in order to bring out 

quality works.

We in India lack behind many nations in producing 

skill labour for construction sector, which is major 

hurdle in achieving our goals.  BAI should look at this 

challenge with more vision and action in order to 

train, educate and upgrade the skills of labour.  Even 

though the government of the day has taken this 

matter seriously we must in co-operation with 

government departments chip is our expertise in 

skilling.  This is one of the most important activities 

we must take up.

In this competitive age, time is of primary 

importance for all our clients.   All jobs offered 

strictly emphasize on time bound completion of 

projects.  We as contractors are liable to complete 

works in stipulated time frame.  Therefore it is of 

utmost  importance that  we learn t ime 

management.  BAI must regularly educate its 

member on this aspect.   We must adapt to modern 

techniques and methods, engage maximum 

machinery, innovate factory made prefab 

components in order to save time and labour which 

will definitely culminate in saving cost and wastage 

of resources. 

Due to environmental awareness throughout world 

it is most essential for all Civil Engineering activities 

to work towards saving our fragile environment.  It 

does not mean that we stop development.   We at 

BAI as association should work towards identifying 

new technologies which will help in inventing new 

materials. To save our natural resources like water, 

sand, metal and environment.

Energy conservation is another challenge for all of 

us.  Every time we use energy in any form we leave 

some carbon foot print which in long run damages 

our environment. Fossil fuels are running out very 

fast, we cannot depend on those for much longer 

time any more.  These fuels are already in short 

supply, hence we must work for alternative source of 

energy especially solar, wind and huddle force.  

These energies can be harnessed with reasonable 

cost.  We as members of BAI must work towards 

these subjects which not only help our fraternity but 

benefit public in general and over beloved 

motherland.

Today's contractor is not only Civil Engineers but a 

smart entrepreneur.  He has to manage so many 

different things while carrying out Civil activity.  

Therefore our members must educate themselves in 

various fields.

BAI as mother organisation of all Civil Engineering 

activities must motivate its members to learn to 

adapt to latest construction technology, latest 

methods and materials with advanced machinery 

and always work towards labour welfare and skill 

development.  Members must adhere to fair trade 

practises and remains vigilant against biased laws 

and procedure.  We as association must fight if 

necessary against unjust norms and procedures to 

protect our interest.

We are indeed fortunate have this great nation called 

India as our motherland and as its sons we must 

protect it from environmental, social and economical 

degradation.  BAI collectively shall work towards 

uplifting, helping, educating, less fortunate brothers 

and sisters of our beloved country.

Let us all take a pledge on this Platinum Jubilee 

Celebration to do our best and help build this nation 

to higher glory as we call ourselves B  A  I ...
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BAI Pune Centre
Past Chairmen

Lalit Sangtani
1980-81

J S Khalsa
1981-83

K P Baney
1983-85

D S Vajram
1985-87

R R Dhoot
1987-88

N V Kanetkar
1988-89

H B Punjabi
1989-90

Amar Mulchandani
1990-92

1941-2015
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Kumar Vasvani
1992-94



BAI Pune Centre
Past Chairmen

J P Shroff
1994-95

K M Jain
1995-96

Jassu Panjwani
1996-97

SM Mehta
1997-98

S I Chunkhare
1998-99

D S Shirole
1999-2001

Manikram Halbe
2001-02

Naren Kothari
2002-03

1941-2015
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Vishwas Lokare
2003-05



BAI Pune Centre
Past Chairmen

Suresh Moorjani
2005-06

Sanjay Vaichal
2006-07

R B Krishnani
2007-08

Neelkanth Joshi
2008-09

Ranjeet Morey
2009-11

Subhash Deshpande
2011-12

Jaideep Raje
2012-13

C S Parhar
2013-14

R B Suryavanshi
2014-15

1941-2015
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BEST WISHES FROM

BUILDERS' ASSOCIATION OF INDIA

 MUMBAI CENTRE

Neerav Parmar
Chairman, BAI Mumbai Centre

BAI was founded in 1941 in Pune and subsequently in 1943 the headquarters was shifted to Mumbai in 1943. 
Initially all members from Mumbai were directly linked to BAI headquarters and in 1976, members from 
Mumbai were delinked from BAI headquarters and 'Mumbai Centre' was inaugurated by the then Chief 
Minster Late Shri Vasantdada Patil.

'Mumbai Centre' has been in the forefront of tackling issues confronting the construction industry, 
particularly in the State of Maharashtra. Some of the issues and activities in which 'Mumbai Centre' was and is 
actively involved are:

?In the matter of Sales Tax on Works Contract, 'Mumbai Centre' brought about an amendment by virtue of 
which double taxation was avoided from 1-1-1992 till 30-4-1998. For the period 1-10-1986 to 31-12-1991 
and also for the subsequent period, 'Mumbai Centre' was successful in persuading the State Government 
to announce Amnesty Scheme in November 1998, which is in force till 30-9-1999.

?In the matter of implementation of Para 26 of the Provident Fund Scheme in respect of casual, temporary 
and migratory workers, 'Mumbai Centre' assisted the Nagpur Centre in filing the Writ Petition in the 
Nagpur Bench of Mumbai High Court and obtained a stay against its applicability.

?To meet the shortage of trained supervisory personnel on construction works, 'Mumbai Centre' jointly 
with Shri Bhagubhai Mafatlal Polytechnic started the Continuing Education Programme for Construction 
Foreman.

'
?Mumbai Centre' in association with Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of Management Studies, started the 

Management Development Programme in Construction Management. 
'
?Mumbai Centre' enthusiastically supported Government of Maharashtra's slum rehabilitation 

programme. The Centre was signatory to the 'Joint Declaration of Intention' in support of 'Shivshahi 
Punarvasan Prakalp Marayadit', a corporation formed for construction of 8 lakh tenements for 40 lakh 
slum dwellers, free of cost.

?Organising of Seminars, Conferences, Lectures & Symposia is a regular feature. Wide ranging issues like 
Arbitration, Taxation, BOT, Latest construction methods, etc. are taken up.



BEST WISHES FROM

BUILDERS' ASSOCIATION OF INDIA

 MYSURU CENTRE

M S RAMPRASAD  
Chairman, Mysuru Centre

thThe Builders' Association of India, Mysuru centre came into existence on Sunday 11  Oct. 1987. Our former 
Prime minister and the then PWD minister, Govt of Karnataka, Sri. H.D. Devegowda inaugurated Mysuru BAI 
chapter with Sri. Late A.V. HampeUrs as the founder chairman. 

Technical Talks, technical seminars (Buildtech), Exhibitions (MyBuild) ,Property show (MyRealty) are held by 
Mysuru BAI every year to the benefit of both the Builders' fraternity and the public. Ours is the Only centre in 
India to impart training to Civil Engineering students through SHILPI.

We have the first ever ladies wing of BAI, “SPOORTHI” who assist in the activities of our centre.

SAAYA the youth wing, group of the children of our members who are groomed in learning and assisting BAI.
No elections in the history of 27 years. Rigorous training being adopted and ladder system followed before 
elevation to head as chairman of the centre. Strict adherence to the guidelines formulated.

From a handful of members, today Mysuru BAI is 200 plus strong. BAI's presence has been appreciated by the 
people of Mysuru and the members of the building industry. 

Mysuru BAI is adjudged as the best centre in India for 13 times.



BEST WISHES FROM

BUILDERS' ASSOCIATION OF INDIA

 SANGLI CENTRE

?Year of Establishment of Sangli Centre :  1988

?BAI-Sangli Centre runs & operates from its own Building Built on 20,000 sq.ft open Land at BAI-Hall, 

Shantiban Society, Dhamni Rd, Sangli (photo attached)

?Conference/state Level Meetings: 

Sangli Centre had held in past, Western Region Conference in 2002, Technical Exhibition “Constro” in 

2002, Three BAI-state level Meetings held by our centre, In 2014-15 we celebrated our Silver Jubilee year 

hence in 2014 latest State-Level meeting was held.

?Technical Programs held by Sangli Centre: 

Various Seminars were held at/by our Centre on subjects like, 

1) Plumber's Training Program 

2) RMC Concrete 

3) Taxation in Civil Engineering Industry 

4) Advance Scaffolding in High Rise Buildings 

5) Engineers Day/Builders Day  (As per Theme given by HQ) 

6) Felicitation of young children of BAI Members for achieving academic Excellence in their academic career.  

?Social Activities: 

· BAI-Hall is given for many social activities as well as for affiliated civil engineering organizations e.g. 

CREDAI for Technical Seminars, etc.

· BAI-Centre had donated Water Tanks to Severally Drought affected Village (Umadi-JAT) through hands of 

then collector of Sangli District in year 12-13.

?Special Contribution: 

Our Centre has contributed following office Bearers at National BAI Level, 1 Trustee, and 1 Vice-President 

& at State-BAI level - 2 State-chairmen. 
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Biggest challenge to Civil Engineering companies in 

present times is to complete their contracts / 

projects in stipulated time frame.   

No matter at what degree the mechanisation is 

applied at sites to speed up the work, we cannot 

assure positive results until unless we have a very 

reliable work force at site.

Civil Engineer is at the centre of all activities as far as 

estimation, tendering, planning, procuring of right 

materials, machineries and execution of work is 

concern.  All other work force works with him under 

his guidance.

The Construction Company having best of Civil 

Engineers working for them has the best chance to 

complete the given project in time and within 

economical parameters.

It is well known fact that every activity of Contracting 

Firm revolves around its Civil Engineering Force.  It is 

of utmost importance to have well trained and 

experienced Civil Engineers at every project.

During our monthly Study Circle 

Programme BAI Pune Centre organised a 

discussion on shortage of trained Civil 

Engineers at Sites.  With help and guidance 

of Senior Civil Engineers a programme was 

designed by Pune Centre to overcome this 

problem.  Thus the idea of Students' 

Internship Programme was designed.  It 

was felt that in order to overcome this 

shortage a long term strategy and 

programme is needed.

Faculties of Engineering Colleges in and around Pune 

Centre were invited to be part of this programme.

It was decided to target young and would be Civil 

Engineers for this programme.

nd rdStudents of 2  and 3  year of diploma course and 
rd thstudents of 3  and 4  year of engineering course 

were invited to be part of this programme.

Every year during summer and winter vacations a 

three weeks internship programme is scheduled to 

train the students for onsite work.

Participating colleges are requested to shortlist 

interested students for internship for various fields 

of construction activity - mainly tendering, billing, 

designing and site execution of project.

This programme was commenced in the year 2012.  

Since then we have received a very positive response 

from the colleges.  More and more students are 

enrolling in this programme every year. The 

programme is conducted with active participation of 

our members. The members are requested to recruit 

required number of students for their ongoing 

projects, twice a year for three weeks at a time.  

About BAI Pune Centre

Students' Internship Programme
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Recruited students are given an assignment of their 

choice.  They are expected to complete specific work 

given to them during this internship. Their output is 

monitored by their mentors at site. With having 

theoretical knowledge which they pursue during 

their studies at colleges, the internship provides 

them with on site practical knowledge and expertise.  

This   exposure greatly help would be supervisors 

and engineers when they finally complete their 

courses and look for employment.

For a fresh engineer with degree to get absorbed in 

the industry takes at least a year.  The employing 

company have to invest time and other resources to 

train an engineer for actual execution.  Through this 

programme, participating students enters the 

Construction sector with added advantage having 

completed internship programme of BAI Pune 

Centre.

Participating students upon completion of their 

courses are preferred over non participating 

students.  Most of the time during the internship a 

mutual understanding and work culture is developed 

between employer and students for future 

employment in the company.  Thus it develops a 

relationship at very early age of would be Civil 

Engineer.  It is a win-win situation for both the 

parties.

BAI Pune Centre as a programme co-ordinator had to 

go through many formalities and develop a system 

for this programme.

At commencement of programme at the end of each 

semester, we collect list of interested students who 

may wish to enrol in different fields of internship 

from participating colleges.

A comprehensive compilation of this data is done at 

our centre. BAI committee then allots number of 

students to work at different sites of participating 

Construction Companies.

All interns are invited to BAI Activity Centre for 

induction session and motivation.  During this 

session students are informed of their work site, type 

of work they are expected to do and other aspects of 

their assignments.

All students are handed over their safety kit consists 

of Helmets, Safety shoes, jackets, mask etc to be 

used during internship.  Use of safety kit is 

mandatory.

All students are insured against any kind of accidents 

during their internship programme which includes 

their allotted work sites from their residence.

In order to bring in seriousness and dedication a 

token fee of Rs 500/- is charged from every students.

Participating / employer companies are requested to 



pay a suitable stipend to each student to cover the 

transport and pocket expenses during the internship 

period.

As this programme is subsidised by BAI all other 

expenses are borne by BAI Pune Centre.

Upon completion of internship a detailed data is 

compiled by BAI with inputs form employers, 

concern college faculty and internee who helps us to 

improves Students' Internship Programme.

A certification programme is carried out 

immediately upon completion of internship of each 

semester.  All interns are awarded with certificate of 

internship by BAI with suitable function along with 

employer companies, students and colleges' faculty 

attending the function.

We are overwhelmed with increasing response we 

get from students and colleges every year.

Students Internship Programme has become one of 

the main activities of BAI Pune Centre.  Many 

Centres of BAI throughout India have shown their 

keen interest to carry out such programme at their 

Centre.

Our Students Internship programme takes care of 

engineering and supervisory staff for Technical part 

of work execution. But no site can perform without 

good labour force.  A skilled labour force is a need of 

the day.  In order to successfully complete any 

project we must have well qualified engineering staff 

along with skilled labour force.  BAI 

Pune Centre is well aware of this fact 

and is  very  act ive in  sk i l l ing  

construction labour force.  About two 

decades ago we had started training of 

plumbers in a scientific way to upgrade 

t h e i r  s k i l l s  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  

Construction trades like masonry, 

carpentry etc.  We have at centre levels trained and 

upgraded many construction labours in different 

trades.  We are actively engaged with Kushal at Pune 

in training and upgrading skills of labour since last 

5years.  Under this programme we have certified 

and upgraded more than 25000 labours in six 

different construction sector trades.  This is well 

known and appreciated by most of BAI Centres 

throughout India.

As partners with Kushal training programme, BAI 

Pune has played a vital role.  Members of BAI are 

instrumental in identifying construction trades, 

devising methods of training, preparing curriculum 

for different trades and levels.  BAI have devised a 

suitable method to examine labour upon completion 

of training and finally assessing his upgraded skills 

and recommending actual up gradation. A certificate 

of up gradation is issued by Kushal to trainee with his 

upgraded skill level which is co - signed by BAI Pune 

Chairman and Kushal Chairman.

BAI Pune Centre is proud to be a part of this 

wonderful programme.

The creation of toilet blocks for girl students in 
schools across the country at remote areas and 
villages has now become a very burning issue of 
social and national importance. 

As per available statistics, over 1,200 government 
schools in Maharashtra State have no toilet facility 
for girl students and girls' toilets in as many as 2,190 
government schools are non-functional. This is a 
very alarming situation. The dearth of water and 
availability of maintenance staff could be the main 

reason behind the toilet facility 
l y i n g  n o n -
functional  in  
many schools. 

Toilet Facility for Girls Schools 
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The lack of toilet facility for students is a serious 
issue and it needs to be addressed on a top priority 
basis so that students should not be compelled to 
ask a question “Where Do We Go?”  

The unavailability of toilet facility for girls in several 
schools across the country, which leads to issues 
related to education, health and safety of female 
students, is the definite reason for dropout rate of 
girl students. 

It is very necessary that the government should 
increase its expenditure on education and also on 
raising the infrastructure required in schools. The 
school building plans should not be approved by the 
Municipal Corporations, Zillha Parishads and Gram 
Panchayats unless sufficient toilet blocks are shown 
in the planning for girls and boys. When the Officials 
from these Organizations go for inspection, they 
should first inspect the construction of toilet blocks 
and check whether sufficient toilet blocks are 
provided and ensure the arrangement made for 
sufficient water-supply and proper drainage 
disposal  system. 

The school administration has to ensure that 
students from their schools, particularly boys, do 
not go for urination in the open areas. During the 
annual inspection, the Education Inspector should 
first inspect the hygienic condition of school in 
general and toilet facility in particular.

Lack of toilet facility in schools not only causes 
adverse impact on the body of students, but also 
arrests their involvement in different curricular and 
extra-curricular activities.

There have been several articles and other related 
information appearing in both English and Marathi 
Newspapers about dropping out of girl students 
from the schools due to most embarrassing plight of 
the sanitation facility in the schools in remote areas 
and villages.  

From the news-items appearing in the media, the 
most imperative need of creating toilet blocks for 
girl students in schools all over the  country in 
remote areas and villages is conclusively proved. 
 

Therefore, the chairmen emboldened to sponsor 
and construct a few toilets, as a personal social 
obligation, and decided to construct good and 
hygienic permanent toilets, particularly for girl 
students in the remote areas, which should last at 
least for 30 to 40 years.

Builders' Association of India (BAI), Pune Centre, in 
the year 2013-14, came forward to take up 
construction of toilet blocks. The Centre is glad to 
state that two such toilet blocks have been 
constructed so far. The first toilet block was 
constructed at Warje-Pune, which was opened for 

thuse on 10  January 2014 where about 200 girl 
students from Primary School and High School were 
benefitted.

The second toilet block was constructed at Koyali-
thPune, which was opened for use on 20  January 

2015 where about 111 girl students were 
benefitted. 
 
In the year-2015, BAI Pune Centre had planned to 
construct two more toilet blocks. Thus, BAI 
sponsored two toilet blocks and both were opened 

thfor use on 18  March 2015 at following locations:

The toilet blocks, which are constructed and being 
constructed, are having a built-up area of about 105 
sq.ft., each costing about Rs. 2.4 lacs, and are having 
continuous water-supply and drainage disposal 
system. The end users, the school staff and the 
public in general appreciated our initiative in 

Ekhatpur-Munjawadi, Tal. - Purandar, 
Dist. - Pune.

(About 100 girl students are benefitted.)
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fulfilling this social commitment of creating these 
toilets. Before taking up such works, the 
commitment from the school management is taken 
that they will maintain the same properly.

BAI members are extremely happy and proud to be a 
part of the most ambitious mission of “Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan” declared by the Hon'ble Prime 

ndMinister of India on 2  October 2014. 

President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, has 
expressed concern over poor sanitation conditions 
in Indian cities and called for immediate remedial 
measures through effective actions.

The President said, “Long before Independence, 
Ghandhiji said that sanitation is as important as 
political freedom. Even 68 years after Independence, 
statistics regarding sanitation speak otherwise. Now 
is the time for action.”

Builders' Association of India should be a part of this 
campaign and BAI’s other Centres should also come 
forward to participate and do their bit for this much 
needed social action by providing toilet blocks and 
washrooms to start with in remote and village areas 
particularly for the Girls students.

Builders' Association of India – Pune Centre will be 
printing and publishing its yearly Engineering Diary.   
Which will be distributed throughout India.  The 
Diary has its own history of about 28 years of 
printing.  It is considered a most useful ready 
reckoner For Site Engineers and Supervisors.  It 
contains most important and useful Engineering 
data required for day to day construction activities.

Koyali Tal-Khed, Pune

Ekhatpur-Munjawadi, Tal. - Purandar, 
Dist. - Pune.

(About 100 girl students are benefitted.)

Kothale, Tal. – Purandar, Dist. - Pune.
 (About 212 girl students are benefitted.)
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rh  a is Bm  d G a SP h - i rI kA eB  evehic meA ne t Ami wT ae rfi dL

Padma Shri B G Shirke (2009-10)
Chairman Ranjeet More, Chief Guest Shri A K Yussouf - President All India BAI

Shri D S Vajram (2010-11)
Chairman Shri Ranjeet More, Chief Guest Shri Bhagwan Deokar - President All India BAI



rh  a is Bm  d G a SP h - i rI kA eB  evehic meA ne t Ami wT ae rfi dL

Prof S V Gadgil (2011-12)
Chairman Shri Subhash Deshpande, Chief Guest Dr S P Jain  

Shri K P Baney (2012-13)
Chairman Jaideep Raje, Chief Guest B Seenaiah - President All India BAI



rh  a is Bm  d G a SP h - i rI kA eB  evehic meA ne t Ami wT ae rfi dL

Shri Kumar Pritamdas Gera (2013-14)
Chairman Shri C S Parhar, Chief Guest Maj. Gen. R K Mattu - Chief Engineer Southern Command, Pune

Er. Burjor F Bode (2014-15)
Chairman Shri R B Suryavanshi, Chief Guest Sushantakumar Basu - President All India BAI



Well Built Structure Competition
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A few years ago it was felt that the 
Association should give due 
recognition to good quality works 
being done by fellow contractors, 
constructors, and builders.  This 
would help not only to enhance the 
image of the construction industry 
but also be a source of inspiration 
to all fellow contractors for 
improvement and betterment of 
their work.

With this primary intention BAI Pune Centre 

instituted these awards and declared this 

competition in the year 1997.  The awards have 

gained reputation and standing only because of the 

meticulous evaluation of works by Independent 

Panel of Juries to decide award winning work. 

 A team of leading consultants, architects & 

engineers form a panel of juries, none of the juries 

are member of BAI.  They first check all the entries 

and after visiting the sites and checking the works, 

assess the project from various aspects of 

construction methods and techniques utilized.  With 

the main stress on Quality, Speed, Economy , Safety 

and Social Welfare of Construction Labour at work 

site select the winners in each category for award.

1. Residential (bungalow, single unit)

2. Residential (apartment, complex)

3. Commercial (malls, office)

4. Commercial (institution, hotel, hospital, 

cinema)

5. Industrial (any size, any type)

6. Infrastructure (bridges, flyovers, ESR etc.)

Awards and Categories:

7. Well equipped, well mechanized site

8. Government, Semi-Govt., Public Works 

(New Category)

9. Young entrepreneur's award (New 

Category)

10. Juries' recommendation award 

Along with Well Built Structure Competition Award 

Ceremony a Life Time Achievement Award 

“NIRMAN RATNA” is also bestowed upon a selected 

dignitary.



Often one wonders from time to time when he take 
pause during his journey to take stock and look back 
to time passed by.  Accountability of one's journey in 
life is an essential part of journey.  This applies to 
every individual, entity as well associations.

Today BAI take a pause in its journey not to look back 
but to look forward.  To look into future, with new 
vision and optimism.  BAI is a family of thousands 
dedicated members who have travelled together for 
last 75 years.  The journey has been a glorious one, 
with numerous ups and downs.  The fraternity has 
stood test of time.  With sheer grit and 
determination we have not only survived but have 
grown in leaps and bounds.

We are bunch of proud professionals striving to 
improve our work culture, trying to achieve greater 
heights in our professional life and help take our 
motherland to greater heights.

We as an association of Civil Contractors must avail 
this opportunity and spell out a road map for next 25 
years as our goal which we must achieve at any cost.  
The objectives we get to achieve must be realistic 
and practical.

Civil construction through out the world is second 
most active sector after agriculture in human 
existence.  India is no exception to this.  The 
mammoth size of our nation gives us immense 
opportunity to expand our activities.  It is need of 
hour, we take this challenge of nation building with 
all our vision and expertise.  We as builders, 
contractors, civil engineers are determined to claim 
our rightful place and play pivotal role in this 
journey.

BAI is an apex body of Construction Industry, has 
special responsibility in guiding and directing our 
fraternity in this endeavour of ours.

BAI can formulate guidelines and procedure to turn 
construction industry to a well oiled machine in 
order to further its objectives.

The action plan for next 25 years should be as 
follows:

ØTo coordinate with Central Government, State 

Government and local bodies for standard 

contract documents acceptable to all.

ØTo work out standard billing systems.

ØTo work out time bound payment systems.

ØTo work with local bodies for local area 

development with citizen's active participation 

by insisting for Civil Engineers from private 

sector to be part of related committees.  To 

guide the local government for proper 

development and utilisation of resources.

ØBAI must have its member at Central, State and 

local bodies as advisor for Civil Engineers related 

activities in India.

ØBAI must work with governments to bring in 

suitable legislation which will make it 

mandatory for every Civil Contractor to be a 

member of BAI in order to get himself registered  

as Government Contractor.

ØAll Contractors working for government will 

have to abide by BAI stipulated rules and 

regulations.

ØBAI must spell out standard codes of conduct for 

fair business practices. 

ØDisputes arising out of government contracts 

must be referred to BAI and a special cell must 
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be established at every centre to address these 

disputes with related agencies collectively to 

bring speedy and fair relief to its members.

ØBAI through it workshops, lectures and other 

programmes must educate its member at all 

levels about rules and regulations and its 

objectives.

ØA special news letter must be published every 

month dedicated to small and medium 

contractors highlighting their problems and 

difficulties in working with government 

departments.  Also advising them of ways and 

means to resolved their problems.  This will 

encourage the members to work with 

confidence and sense that the association 

stands behind them at time of difficulties.

ØBAI must encourage members from smaller, 

semi urban centres to take active part in 

association day to day working.

ØBAI must inform its members from time to time 

of new technologies, methods, materials and 

machinery available in the market by way of 

bulletin, news, magazines etc.

ØBAI as Civil Engineering association must take 

active part with local institutions and interact 

with engineering students, thus bring future 

engineers in the fold of our organisation at early 

age and carrier.

ØBAI as National body should institute a 

scholarship for research in Civil Engineering 

field related to new technology, materials and 

environmental studies with IITies with annual 

fund of not less than 10 lacs .  The scholarship 

should be named “BAI Scholarship for 

fundamental research in Civil Engineering”.

ØBAI can play a pivotal role in Skill Development 

of Civil labour.  We must leave no stone 

unearthened in training and upgrading skills of 

labour our force.

ØWelfare of our labour force must be our prime 

objectives in coming years.  Education of 

labour's children, their health and welfare 

should be our prime concern.

ØWe must evolve new methods of construction 

by adopting to latest technologies, methods, 

materials in order to save the environment.

ØBAI must encourage its member to adopt to 

more and more mechanisation in construction 

activities.  It will save us lot of time and 

resources.

ØNext 25 years is of great challenge to all of us.  

But we must do our best to take this association 

to greater heights.  We have miles to travel and 

travel we must.
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Dr. E. Sreedharan, born in Kerala, had a brilliant 

academic career and took his degree in Civil 

Engineering in 1953 from the Government College of 

Engineering, Kakinada.  He had a small stint as 

lecturer in Civil Engineering in the Government 

Polytechnic, Kozhikode and later as Sub Engineer in 

Bombay Port Trust before he entered the elite Indian 

Railway Service of Engineers in December 1954.

As an Executive Engineer he came into spotlight 

when he restored the 126 spans of Pamban Railway 
nd

bridge, which got washed away by tidal waves on 22  

December 1963, in a record time of 46 days as 

against the target of 6 months set by Railway 

Ministry.   He held many challenging and responsible 

posts on Indian Railways and retired in 1990 as 

Member Engineering, Railway Board and as ex-

officio Secretary to the Government of India.

With his background of successfully executing many 

railway projects including new railway lines, 

doubling projects, tunnels and bridges, he was 

specially chosen after his retirement to head the 

760km long prestigious Konkan Railway Project from 

Mumbai to Mangalore which he completed within an 

incredibly short period of 7 years, in spite of severe 

resource crunch and very difficult terrain conditions.

After completing Konkan Railway, Government 

selected him to head the prestigious Delhi Metro 

Project.  The first phase of Delhi Metro covering 65 

Kms costing Rs.10,500 crores was completed 3 years 

& 9 months ahead of schedule.  This was followed by 
ndthe 2  phase covering 124 kms at a cost of Rs.24,000 

crores which was completed in 4.1/2 years - a world 
rd

record.  The 3  phase of the Delhi Metro covering 

143 kms at a cost of Rs.40,000 crores which is now in 

progress was initiated by him.  Today, Delhi can boast 

of a world class Metro which is the pride of the 

nation.

Following the success of Delhi Metro, Dr. Sreedharan 

has been spearheading the spread of Metro systems 

to other State capitals.  In the process, metro 

projects are now coming up in many cities in India.   

His pioneering contribution to the Delhi Metro and 

spreading the Metros to other cities earned him the 

nick name “Metro Man”.

Though he retired from Delhi Metro in December 

2011, but is still active as the Principal Advisor, Delhi 

Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC),overseeing Kochi 

Metro, Mono-rail projects for Kozhikode and 

Thiruvananthapuram and drawing up proposals for 

an ambitious High Speed Railway line (350 kmph 

TH“WELL BUILT STRUCTURE COMPETITION-2015” (19  IN SERIES)

AND

“BAI- PADMA SHRI B.G. SHIRKE LIFE TIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD- NIRMAN RATNA”

THAWARD CEREMONY ON 20  NOVEMBER 2015

CHIEF GUEST – Padma Vibhushan Dr. E. SREEDHARAN  
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speed) from Thiruvananthapuram to Mangalore. As 

the Planning board member of Kerala he has initiated 

many steps on road safety and advising the State 

Government on Transport infrastructure. As a 

Principal Advisor of Lucknow Metro Rail Corporation 

he is spearheading the project .He is also the 

Principal Advisor for Vijayawada and Visakapattinam 

metro projects.

Dr. Sreedharan is a recipient of many prestigious 

awards from the Government and professional 

bodies in India and abroad. To mention a few, Times 

of India adjudged him as the “Man of the Year” in 

2002.  The TIME MAGAZINE chose him as one of the 

ASIAN HEROES in 2003.  The President of French 

Republic awarded him the highest civilian honour of 

“Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur” (Knight of the 

Legion of Honour) in 2005.  He was named one of the 

“top 25 newsmakers of 2005” by US's premier 

publications on construction industry “Engineering 

News Record”.  He was awarded “The Person of The 

Year” by the India Vision News Channel in 2006.  He 

was given “Man of the Year Award for Public Service” 

and “Indian of the Year Award” – from CNN – IBN in 

2007.He has been bestowed with the second highest 

award of Japan by emperor of Japan “The Order of 
th

Rising Sun ,Gold and Silver star” on 06  

November,2013.

Government of India awarded him “Padma Shri” in 

2001 and “Padma Vibhushan” in 2008.

He has been awarded Honorary Degree of Doctor of 

Science by twelve IITs/Universities in the recent past.

thOn 14  September 2015 he has been selected as 

new Member of the SG's High Level Advisory Group 

on Sustainable Transport (HLAG-ST) by UN Secretary 

General for a period of three years.

1941-2015

Jagannath Jadhav
Convenor WBSC

R. B. Suryavanshi
Chairman WBSC

Manoj Deshmukh
Co-Convenor WBSC



Sad Demise of  

Late Shri Kishan Prabhudas Baney

on 
November 8, 2015

Late Shri K  P  Baney

Chairman of BAI Pune Centre - 1983-85
Past Vice President, BAI, Western Zone

 Pune Construction Engineering Research Foundation
Chairman Constro Exhibition - 1991 

Chairman & MD - M/s Devi Construction Co.

May his soul rest in peace 

President

It is Great Loss to Builder’s Association of India
and Building and Construction Community. 

We have Lost a Friend, 
a Guide and a Mentor

and a great philanthropist
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